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The Long Defeat
How do we use our mental images of the present to
reconstruct our past? Maurice Halbwachs (1877-1945)
addressed this question for the first time in his work
on collective memory, which established him as a
major figure in the history of sociology. This volume,
the first comprehensive English-language translation
of Halbwach's writings on the social construction of
memory, fills a major gap in the literature on the
sociology of knowledge. Halbwachs' primary thesis is
that human memory can only function within a
collective context. Collective memory, Halbwachs
asserts, is always selective; various groups of people
have different collective memories, which in turn give
rise to different modes of behavior. Halbwachs shows,
for example, how pilgrims to the Holy Land over the
centuries evoked very different images of the events
of Jesus' life; how wealthy old families in France have
a memory of the past that diverges sharply from that
of the nouveaux riches; and how working class
construction of reality differ from those of their middleclass counterparts. With a detailed introduction by
Lewis A. Coser, this translation will be an
indispensable source for new research in historical
sociology and cultural memory. Lewis A. Coser is
Distinguished Professor of Sociology Emeritus at the
State University of New York and Adjunct Professor of
Sociology at Boston College.

Germany As a Culture of Remembrance
There are few terms or concepts that have, in the last
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twenty or so years, rivaled "collective memory" for
attention in the humanities and social sciences.
Indeed, use of the term has extended far beyond
scholarship to the realm of politics and journalism,
where it has appeared in speeches atthe centers of
power and on the front pages of the world's leading
newspapers. The current efflorescence of interest in
memory, however, is no mere passing fad: it is a
hallmark characteristic of our age and a crucial site
for understanding our present social, political, and
cultural conditions.Scholars and others in numerous
fields have thus employed the concept of collective
memory, sociological in origin, to guide their inquiries
into diverse, though allegedly connected,
phenomena. Nevertheless, there remains a great deal
of confusion about the meaning, origin, and
implication of theterm and the field of inquiry it
underwrites.The Collective Memory Reader presents,
organizes, and evaluates past work and contemporary
contributions on the questions raised under the rubric
of collective memory. Combining seminal texts, hardto-find classics, previously untranslated references,
and contemporary landmarks, it will serve as
anessential resource for teaching and research in the
field. In addition, in both its selections as well as in its
editorial materials, it suggests a novel life-story for
the field, one that appreciates recent innovations but
only against the background of a long history.In
addition to its major editorial introduction, which
outlines a useful past for contemporary memory
studies, The Collective Memory Reader includes five
sections - Precursors and Classics; History, Memory,
and Identity; Power, Politics, and Contestation; Media
and Modes of Transmission; Memory,Justice, and the
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Contemporary Epoch - comprising ninety-one texts. In
addition to the essay introducing the entire volume, a
brief editorial essay introduces each of the sections,
while brief capsules frame each of the 91 texts.

Documentary Comics
This set provides historians, as well as scholars and
students of related fields, with the first
interdisciplinary overview of the cultural history of
memory from ancient times to the present day. Each
volume adopts the same thematic structure, covering:
politics; time and space; media and technology;
science and education; philosphy; religion and
history; high culture and popular culture; society; and
remembering and fogetting. This enables readers to
trace one theme througout history, as well as gain a
thorough overview of each individual period.

On Collective Memory
This book brings together new perspectives on
collective memory in the modern Muslim world. It
discusses how memory cultures are established and
used at national levels – in official history writing,
through the erection of monuments, the fashioning of
educational curricula and through media strategies –
as well as in the interface with both artistic
expressions and popular culture in the Muslim world
at large. The representations of collective memory
have been one of the foremost tools in national
identity politics, grass-root mobilization, theological
debates over Islam and general discussions on what
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constitutes ‘the modern in the Middle East’ as well as
in Muslim diaspora environments. Few, if any,
contemporary conflicts in the region can be
understood in depth without a certain focus on
various uses of history, memory cultures and religious
meta-narratives at all societal levels, and in art and
literature. This book will be of use to students and
scholars in the fields of Identity Politics, Islamic
Studies, Media and Cultural Anthropology.

Contested Memories and the Demands of
the Past
Now available to an English-speaking audience, this
book presents a groundbreaking theoretical analysis
of memory, identity, and culture. It investigates how
cultures remember, arguing that human memory
exists and is communicated in two ways, namely interhuman interaction and in external systems of
notation, such as writing, which can span generations.
Dr. Assmann defines two theoretical concepts of
cultural memory, differentiating between the longterm memory of societies, which can span up to 3,000
years, and communicative memory, which is typically
restricted to 80-100 years. He applies this theoretical
framework to case studies of four specific cultures,
illustrating the function contexts and specific
achievements, including the state, international law,
religion, and science. Ultimately, his research
demonstrates that memory is not simply a means of
retaining information, but rather a force that can
shape cultural identity and allow cultures to respond
creatively to both daily challenges and catastrophic
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Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning
An argument that individuals and collectives form
memories by analogous processes and a case study
of collective retrograde amnesia. We form individual
memories by a process known as consolidation: the
conversion of immediate and fleeting bits of
information into a stable and accessible
representation of facts and events. These memories
provide a version of the past that helps us navigate
the present and is critical to individual identity. In this
book, Thomas Anastasio, Kristen Ann Ehrenberger,
Patrick Watson, and Wenyi Zhang propose that social
groups form collective memories by analogous
processes. Using facts and insights from
neuroscience, psychology, anthropology, and history,
they describe a single process of consolidation with
analogous—not merely comparable—manifestations
on any level, whether brain, family, or society. They
propose a three-in-one model of memory
consolidation, composed of a buffer, a relator, and a
generalizer, all within the consolidating entity, that
can explain memory consolidation phenomena on
individual and collective levels. When consolidation is
disrupted by traumatic injury to a brain structure
known as the hippocampus, memories in the process
of being consolidated are lost. In individuals, this is
known as retrograde amnesia. The authors
hypothesize a "social hippocampus" and argue that
disruption at the collective level can result in
collective retrograde amnesia. They offer the Chinese
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Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) as an example of
trauma to the social hippocampus and present
evidence for the loss of recent collective memory in
mainland Chinese populations that experienced the
Cultural Revolution.

Collective Memory of Political Events
The Handbook of Cultural Sociology provides a
comprehensive overview of contemporary scholarship
in sociology and related disciplines focused on the
complex relations of culture to social structures and
everyday life. With sixty-five essays written by
scholars from around the world, the book draws
diverse approaches to cultural sociology into a
dialogue that charts new pathways for research on
culture in a global era. Contributing scholars address
vital concerns that relate to classic questions as well
as emergent issues in the study of culture. Topics
include cultural and social theory, politics and the
state, social stratification, community, aesthetics,
lifestyle, and identity. In addition, the authors explore
developments central to the constitution and
reproduction of culture, such as power, technology,
and the organization of work. This book is essential
reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students
interested in diverse subfields within Sociology, as
well as Cultural Studies, Media and Communication,
and Postcolonial Theory.

Cultural Memory and Identity in Ancient
Societies
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The seemingly mundane events of daily life create a
complex knowledge base of lived experience to be
explored. But how does one research common
experiences and account for context, culture, and
identity? A dilemma arises because experience is not
just embedded in events, but also in the socially
constructed meanings associated with those events.
This book details the philosophical underpinnings,
design features and implementation strategies of
Collective Memory Work – a methodology frequently
employed by social justice activists/scholars.
Collective Memory Work can provide scholars with
unique and nuanced ways to solve problems for and
with their participants. Most importantly, the chapters
also detail projects and social justice in action,
analysing their participants’ real stories and
experiences: projects that focus on LGBTQ youth,
#blacklivesmatter activists, white faculty working at
historically Black colleges and universities, men’s
media consumption and much more. Written in an
engaging and accessible style, readers will come to
understand the potential of their own qualitative
research using Collective Memory Work.

Quest for a Suitable Past
In The Long Defeat, Akiko Hashimoto explores the
stakes of war memory in Japan after its catastrophic
defeat in World War II, showing how and why defeat
has become an indelible part of national collective
life, especially in recent decades. Divisive war
memories lie at the root of the contentious politics
surrounding Japan's pacifist constitution and
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remilitarization, and fuel the escalating frictions in
East Asia known collectively as Japan's "history
problem." Drawing on ethnography, interviews, and a
wealth of popular memory data, this book identifies
three preoccupations - national belonging, healing,
and justice - in Japan's discourses of defeat.
Hashimoto uncovers the key war memory narratives
that are shaping Japan's choices - nationalism,
pacifism, or reconciliation - for addressing the rising
international tensions and finally overcoming its dark
history.

History and Collective Memory from the
Margins
Taking Hollywood as its focus, this timely book
provides a sustained, interdisciplinary perspective on
memory and film from early cinema to the present.
Considering the relationship between official and
popular memory, the politics of memory, and the
technological and representational shifts that have
come to effect memory's contemporary mediation,
the book contributes to the growing debate on the
status and function of the past in cultural life and
discourse. By gathering key critics from film studies,
American studies and cultural studies, Memory and
Popular Film establishes a framework for discussing
issues of memory in film and of film as memory.
Together with essays on the remembered past in
early film marketing, within popular reminiscence,
and at film festivals, the book considers memory films
such as Forrest Gump, Lone Star, Pleasantville,
Rosewood and Jackie Brown.
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Memory and Urban Religion in the
Ancient World
The past may be approached from a variety of
directions. A myth reunites people around certain
values and projects and pushes them in one direction
or another. The present volume brings together a
range of case studies of myth making and myth
breaking in east Europe from the nineteenth century
to the present day. In particular, it focuses on the
complex process through which memories are
transformed into myths. This problematic interplay
between memory and myth-making is analyzed in
conjunction with the role of myths in the political and
social life of the region. The essays include cases of
forging myths about national pre-history, about the
endorsement of nation building by means of
historiography, and above all, about communist and
post-communist mythologies. The studies shed new
light on the creation of local and national identities, as
well as the legitimization of ideologies through mythmaking. Together, the contributions show that myths
were often instrumental in the vast projects of social
and political mobilization during a period which has
witnessed, among others, two world wars and the
harsh oppression of the communist regimes. ÿ

Collective Memory Work
This is an introduction to one of the most exciting new
interdisciplinary fields of research: cultural memory
studies. Who was Maurice Halbwachs, and what are
the 'social frameworks of memory'? What can Aby
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Warburg's work tell us about the 'memory of art'?
How do Pierre Nora's lieux de mémoire connect
history and memory? Where does the ancient art of
memory meet the neurosciences? How do media
shape our most personal memories? And can
remembrance become globalized? Memory in Culture
addresses these and many other questions about the
socio-cultural dimensions of remembering, offering a
unique overview of the history and theory of memory
studies. With the concise presentation of key
concepts from history, sociology, political sciences,
anthropology, psychology, literary, art and media
studies, it documents current international and
interdisciplinary memory research in an
unprecedented way.

Memory, History, Nation
Can comics be documentary, and can documentary
take the form of, and thus be, comics? Examining
comics as documentary, this book challenges the
persistent assumption that ties documentary to
recording technologies, and instead engages an
understanding of the category in terms of narrative,
performativity and witnessing. Through a cluster of
early twenty-first century comics, Nina Mickwitz
argues that these comics share a documentary
ambition to visually narrate and represent aspects
and events of the real world.

Oral History and Public Memories
The volume addresses the study of political violence
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from a humanistic and democratic perspective. The
chapters utilize the lens of gender, examine myths
and otherness, reflect on structural hunger and fear,
and narrate testimonials of exile abroad and in Spain.
The methodologies employed are grounded in
hermeneutics and discourse analysis.

Memory and Popular Film
Jay Winter's powerful 1998 study of the 'collective
remembrance' of the Great War offers a major
reassessment of one of the critical episodes in the
cultural history of the twentieth century. Dr Winter
looks anew at the culture of commemoration and the
ways in which communities endeavoured to find
collective solace after 1918. Taking issue with the
prevailing 'modernist' interpretation of the European
reaction to the appalling events of 1914–18, Dr Winter
instead argues that what characterised that reaction
was, rather, the attempt to interpret the Great War
within traditional frames of reference. Tensions arose
inevitably. Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning is a
profound and moving book of seminal importance for
the attempt to understand the course of European
history during the first half of the twentieth century.

Individual and Collective Memory
Consolidation
This edited collection offers an empirical exploration
of social memory in the context of politics, war,
identity and culture. With a substantive focus on
Eastern Europe, it employs the methodologies of
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visual studies, content and discourse analysis, indepth interviews and surveys to substantiate how
memory narratives are composed and rewritten in
changing ideological and political contexts. The book
examines various historical events, including the
Russian-Afghan war of 1979-89 and World War II, and
considers public and local rituals, monuments and
museums, textbook accounts, gender and the body.
As such it provides a rich picture of post-socialist
memory construction and function based in
interdisciplinary memory studies.

Handbook of Culture and Memory
Contested Memories in Chinese and Japanese Foreign
Policy explores the issue of memory and lack of
reconciliation in East Asia. As main East Asian nations
have never achieved a common memory of their
pasts, in particular, the events of the Second World
War and Sino-Japanese War, this book locates the
issue of memory within International Relations theory,
exploring the theoretical and practical link between
the construction of a country’s identity and the
formation and contestation of its historical memory
and foreign policy. Provides an innovative theoretical
framework Draws connections between the role of
memory and foreign policy Uses the interpretative
theory of international relations Gives comparative
perspective using the cases of China and Japan
Presents in-depth analysis of the construction and
contestation of national memory in China and Japan

Collective Memory and the Historical
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Past
Presents sociological research regarding memory in
various forms; that is, memory conceptualized and
utilized by institutions as small as the family or as
large as institutionalized electronic 'commodity'
memory computer banks or the banked biological
DNA 'memory' of entire populations.

Cultural Movements and Collective
Memory
Historic preservation is a cultural movement gaining
momentum and adherents throughout Europe and the
United States. How do we decide what to preserve
and how to preserve? Who benefits from the efforts of
preservationists, curators, developers, and other
"symbolic bankers" to safeguard an increasing variety
of structures for future generations? Diane Barthel
raises these and other questions in this important
new book. Taking a comparative approach, Barthel
finds that preservation in Britain has largely been an
elite enterprise aimed at preserving traditional values.
In the United States, by contrast, the pattern is much
more dynamic and democratic, though also more
permeated by commercialism. Is preservation
becoming another means of consuming history, like
media representations or "historic" shopping outlets?
Or does it have a special significance as a very
tangible means of getting in touch with our collective
and individual pasts? These and other
issues--including war and remembrance, agrarian and
industrial preservation, and religious preservation in a
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secular society--demonstrate the significance of what
Barthel calls "the Preservation Project" and why we all
have a stake in how our history is reconstructed and
interpreted.

Handbook of Cultural Sociology
This text introduces students, scholars, and interested
educated readers to the issues of human memory
broadly considered, encompassing both individual
memory, collective remembering by societies, and
the construction of history. The book is organised
around several major questions: How do memories
construct our past? How do we build shared collective
memories? How does memory shape history? This
volume presents a special perspective, emphasising
the role of memory processes in the construction of
self-identity, of shared cultural norms and concepts,
and of historical awareness. Although the results are
fairly new and the techniques suitably modern, the
vision itself is of course related to the work of such
precursors as Frederic Bartlett and Aleksandr Luria,
who in very different ways represent the starting
point of a serious psychology of human culture.

Memory in Culture
"The essays in this collection offer a timely
intervention in digital humanities scholarship,
bringing together established and emerging scholars
from a variety of humanities disciplines across the
world. The first section offers views on the practical
realities of teaching digital humanities at
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undergraduate and graduate levels, presenting case
studies and snapshots of the authors' experiences
alongside models for future courses and reflections on
pedagogical successes and failures. The next section
proposes strategies for teaching foundational digital
humanities methods across a variety of scholarly
disciplines, and the book concludes with wider
debates about the place of digital humanities in the
academy, from the field's cultural assumptions and
social obligations to its political visions." (4e de
couverture).

The Politics of Regret
This book uses political process theory to examine
three cultural movements around Christopher
Columbus. The author examines the religious, ethnic
and anti-colonial movements most successful at
rewriting national origin myth, demonstrating the
political process model while telling the story of how a
powerless public mobilized to rewrite its past.

Historic Preservation
Cultural Memory and Early Civilization
Memory and Urban Religion in the Ancient World
brings together scholars and researchers working on
memory and religion in ancient urban environments.
Chapters explore topics relating to religious traditions
and memory, and the multifunctional roles of
architectural and geographical sites, mythical figures
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and events, literary works and artefacts. Pagan
religions were often less static and more open to new
influences than previously understood. One of the
factors that shape religion is how fundamental
elements are remembered as valuable and therefore
preservable for future generations. Memory,
therefore, plays a pivotal role when - as seen in
ancient Rome during late antiquity - a shift of
religions takes place within communities. The
significance of memory in ancient societies and how it
was promoted, prompted, contested and even
destroyed is discussed in detail. This volume, the first
of its kind, not only addresses the main cultures of the
ancient world - Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and
Rome - but also look at urban religious culture and
funerary belief, and how concepts of ethnic religion
were adapted in new religious environments.

Cultural Memory and the Construction of
Identity
Research in collective memory is a relatively new
area capturing the interest of scholars in social
psychology, memory, sociology, and anthropology.
The core idea is that collective attitudes and
behaviors are created and shared through common
experiences and communication among a cohort of
people. For example, people born between 1940 and
1960 are often defined via the JFK assassination and
the Vietnam War. Their parents typically experienced
lesser impact from these events. Papers about
collective memory have appeared in the literature
under different guises for the last hundred years.
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Freud's Civilization and Its Discontents, Jung's ideas
on the collective unconscious, and McDougall's
speculation on the group mind posited that identity
and action could be viewed as resulting from the
shared development of a culture. Halbwachs, a
French social psychologist (1877-1945) who was the
first to write in detail about the nature of collective
memory, argued that basic memory processes were
all social. That is, people remember only those events
that they have repeated and elaborated in their
discussions with others. In the last several years,
there has been a resurgence of interest in this
general topic because it addresses some fundamental
questions about memory and social processes. Work
closely related to these questions deals with the
nature of autobiographical memory, traumatic
experience and reconstructive memory, and social
sharing of memories. This book brings together an
international group of researchers who have been
empirically studying some basic tenets of collective
memory.

A Cultural History of Memory:
In the past decade, Jeffrey Olick has established
himself as one of the world’s pre-eminent sociologists
of memory (and, related to this, both cultural
sociology and social theory). His recent book on
memory in postwar Germany, In the House of the
Hangman (University of Chicago Press, 2005) has
garnered a great deal of acclaim. This book collects
his best essays on a range of memory related issues
and adds a couple of new ones. It is more
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conceptually expansive than his other work and will
serve as a great introduction to this important
theorist. In the past quarter century, the issue of
memory has not only become an increasingly
important analytical category for historians,
sociologists and cultural theorists, it has become
pervasive in popular culture as well. Part of this is a
function of the enhanced role of both narrative and
representation – the building blocks of memory, so to
speak – across the social sciences and humanities.
Just as importantly, though, there has also been an
increasing acceptance of the notion that the past is
no longer the province of professional historians
alone. Additionally, acknowledging the importance of
social memory has not only provided agency to
ordinary people when it comes to understanding the
past, it has made conflicting interpretations of the
meaning of the past more fraught, particularly in light
of the terrible events of the twentieth century. Olick
looks at how catastrophic, terrible pasts – Nazi
Germany, apartheid South Africa – are remembered,
but he is particularly concerned with the role that
memory plays in social structures. Memory can foster
any number of things – social solidarity, nostalgia,
civil war – but it always depends on both the nature of
the past and the cultures doing the remembering.
Prior to his studies of individual episodes, he fully
develops his theory of memory and society, working
through Bergson, Halbwachs, Elias, Bakhtin, and
Bourdieu.

The Nation as a Local Metaphor
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How does the historian approach memory and how do
historians use different sources to analyze how
history and memory interact and impact on each
other? Memory and History explores the different
aspects of the study of this field. Taking examples
from Europe, Australia, the USA and Japan and
treating periods beyond living memory as well as the
recent past, the volume highlights the contours of the
current vogue for memory among historians while
demonstrating the diversity and imagination of the
field. Each chapter looks at a set of key historical and
historiographical questions through research-based
case studies: How does engaging with memory as
either source or subject help to illuminate the past?
What are the theoretical, ethical and/or
methodological challenges that are encountered by
historians engaging with memory in this way, and
how might they be managed? How can the reading of
a particular set of sources illuminate both of these
questions? The chapters cover a diverse range of
approaches and subjects including oral history,
memorialization and commemoration, visual cultures
and photography, autobiographical fiction, material
culture, ethnic relations, the individual and collective
memories of war veterans. The chapters collectively
address a wide range of primary source material
beyond oral testimony – photography, monuments,
memoir and autobiographical writing, fiction, art and
woodcuttings, ‘everyday’ and ‘exotic’ cultural
artefacts, journalism, political polemic, the law and
witness testimony. This book will be essential reading
for students of history and memory, providing an
accessible guide to the historical study of memory
through a focus on varied source materials.
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The Collective Memory Reader
An acknowledged authority on German history and
memory, Alon Confino presents in this volume an
original critique of the relations between nationhood,
memory, and history, applied to the specific case of
Germany. In ten essays (three never before publishe

Memory and History
There is one critical way we honor great tragedies: by
never forgetting. Collective remembrance is as old as
human society itself, serving as an important source
of social cohesion, yet as Jeffrey Andrew Barash
shows in this book, it has served novel roles in a
modern era otherwise characterized by discontinuity
and dislocation. Drawing on recent theoretical
explorations of collective memory, he elaborates an
important new philosophical basis for it, one that
unveils important limitations to its scope in relation to
the historical past. Crucial to Barash’s analysis is a
look at the radical transformations that the symbolic
configurations of collective memory have undergone
with the rise of new technologies of mass
communication. He provocatively demonstrates how
such technologies’ capacity to simulate direct
experience—especially via the image—actually makes
more palpable collective memory’s limitations and the
opacity of the historical past, which always lies
beyond the reach of living memory. Thwarting
skepticism, however, he eventually looks to
literature—specifically writers such as Marcel Proust,
Walter Scott, and W. G. Sebald—to uncover subtle
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nuances of temporality that might offer inconspicuous
emblems of a past historical reality.

Collective Memory and European Identity
Mystic Chords of Memory "Illustrated with hundreds of
well-chosen anecdotes and minute observations . . .
Kammen is a demon researcher who seems to have
mined his nuggets from the entire corpus of American
cultural history . . . insightful and sardonic."
—Washington Post Book World In this groundbreaking, panoramic work of American cultural
history, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Machine
That Would Go of Itself examines a central paradox of
our national identity How did "the land of the future"
acquire a past? And to what extent has our collective
memory of that past—as embodied in our
traditions—have been distorted, or even
manufactured? Ranging from John Adams to Ronald
Reagan, from the origins of Independence Day
celebrations to the controversies surrounding the
Vietnam War Memorial, from the Daughters of the
American Revolution to immigrant associations, and
filled with incisive analyses of such phenonema as
Americana and its collectors, "historic" villages and
Disneyland, Mystic Chords of Memory is a brilliant,
immensely readable, and enormously important book.
"Fascinating . . . a subtle and teeming narrative . . .
masterly." —Time "This is a big, ambitious book, and
Kammen pulls it off admirably. . . . [He] brings a
prodigious mind and much scholarly rigor to his task .
. . an importnat book—and a revealing look at how
Americans look at themselves." —Milwaukee Journal
Page 22/30

Get Free Collective Memory And Cultural History
Problems Of Method
Sociology of Memory
Oral history is inherently about memory, and when
oral history interviews are used "in public," they
invariably both reflect and shape public memories of
the past. Oral History and Public Memories is the only
book that explores this relationship, in fourteen case
studies of oral history's use in a variety of venues and
media around the world. Readers will learn, for
example, of oral history based efforts to reclaim
community memory in post-apartheid Cape Town,
South Africa; of the role of personal testimony in
changing public understanding of Japanese American
history in the American West; of oral history's value in
mapping heritage sites important to Australia's
Aboriginal population; and of the way an oral history
project with homeless people in Cleveland, Ohio
became a tool for popular education. Taken together,
these original essays link the well established practice
of oral history to the burgeoning field of memory
studies.

Memory and Cultural History of the
Spanish Civil War
All nations make themselves up as they go along, but
not all make themselves up in the same way. In this
study, Alon Confino explores how Germans turned
national and argues that they imagined the nation as
an extension of their local place. In 1871, the work of
political unification had been completed, but Germany
remained a patchwork of regions with different
histories and traditions. Germans had to construct a
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national memory to reconcile the peculiarities of the
region and the totality of the nation. This identity
project, examined by Confino as it evolved in the
southwestern state of WArttemberg, oscillated
between failure and success. The national holiday of
Sedan Day failed in the 1870s and 1880s to
symbolically commingle localness and nationhood.
Later, the idea of the Heimat, or homeland, did prove
capable of representing interchangeably the locality,
the region, and the nation in a distinct national
narrative and in visual images. The German
nationhood project was successful, argues Confino,
because Germans made the nation into an everyday,
local experience through a variety of cultural forms,
including museums, school textbooks, popular poems,
travel guides, posters, and postcards. But it was not
unique. Confino situates German nationhood within
the larger context of modernity, and in doing so he
raises broader questions about how people in the
modern world use the past in the construction of
identity.

Cultural Memories
This collection aims to enable the reader to
disentangle some of the ambiguities and confusions
which have characterized the use of the term
'historiography'.

Contested Memories in Chinese and
Japanese Foreign Policy
This volume explores the dynamics of cultural
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memory in a variety of contexts.

Historiography: Culture
Is it possible to create a collective European identity?
In this volume, leading scholars assess the link
between collective identity construction in Europe and
the multiple memory discourses that intervene in this
construction process. The authors believe that the
exposure of national collective memories to an
enlarging communicative space within Europe affects
the ways in which national memories are framed.
Through this perspective, several case studies of East
and West European memory discourses are
presented. The first part of the volume elaborates
how collective memory can be identified in the new
Europe. The second part presents case studies on
national memories and related collective identities in
respect of European integration and its extension to
the East. This timely work is the first to investigate
collective identity construction on a pan-European
scale and will be of interest to academics and
postgraduate students of political sociology and
European studies.

Digital Humanities Pedagogy
This edited volume brings together interdisciplinary
research from diverse fields such as psychology,
history, education, and cultural studies to examine
the interconnections between collective memory,
history, and identity. With research and theoretical
examples from around the world, this volume
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presents both majority and minority, powerful and
marginalized perspectives on national representations
of history and their various identity-relevant
antecedents, meanings, and consequences. Several
contributions in this volume highlight the tension
between engaging conflicted and negative histories
with understanding the nation and the self in the
present while other contributions extend this
conversation to consider the impact of conflicted
histories on future generations. The volume is
organized into four parts. Part I highlights emerging
theoretical discussions of remembering the past from
social identity, intergroup emotion, and sociocultural
perspectives. Parts II and III both highlight the bidirectional relationship between how people from
various dominant and marginalized groups represent
the nation and the consequences for contemporary
intergroup relations. These sections highlight how
national narratives shape our ideas of who we are,
collectively, and how motivations and contemporary
identity concerns shape how people engage with the
past. To conclude, the book wraps up by discussing
intergenerational patterns of collective memory in
Part IV. Together, the contributions offer insight into
how and why historical events can influence our
identity, emotions, relationships, and our motivations
to engage with the past.

Time Passages
The chapters in Memory, History, Nation, written by
international scholars, offer a complex awareness of
the workings of memory, and the ways in which
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different or changing histories may be explained.
They explore the relation between individual and
social memory, between real and imaginary, event
and fantasy, history and myth. Contradictory
accounts, or memories in direct contradiction to the
historical record are not always the sign of a
repressive authority attempting to cover something
up. The tension between memory as a safeguard
against attempts to silence dissenting voices, and
memorys own implication in that silencing, runs
throughout the book.

Memory in Mind and Culture
The revival of interest in collective cultural memories
since the 1980s has been a genuinely global
phenomenon. Cultural memories can be defined as
the social constructions of the past that allow
individuals and groups to orient themselves in time
and space. The investigation of cultural memories has
necessitated an interdisciplinary perspective, though
geographical questions about the spaces, places, and
landscapes of memory have acquired a special
significance. The essays in this volume, written by
leading anthropologists, geographers, historians, and
psychologists, open a range of new interpretations of
the formation and development of cultural memories
from ancient times to the present day. The volume is
divided into five interconnected sections. The first
section outlines the theoretical considerations that
have shaped recent debates about cultural memory.
The second section provides detailed case studies of
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state, the contestation of national collective
memories during periods of civil war, and the oral
traditions that move beyond national narrative. The
third section examines the role of World War II as a
pivotal episode in an emerging European cultural
memory. The fourth section focuses on cultural
memories in postcolonial contexts beyond Europe.
The fifth and final section extends the study of
cultural memory back into premodern tribal and
nomadic societies.

Mystic Chords of Memory
In recent years memory has become a central
concept in historical studies, following the definition
of the term 'Cultural Memory' by the Egyptologist Jan
Assmann in 1994. Thinking about memory, as both an
individual and a social phenomenon, has led to a new
way of conceptualizing history and has drawn
historians into debate with scholars in other
disciplines such as literary studies, cultural theory and
philosophy. The aim of this volume is to explore
memory and identity in ancient societies. 'We are
what we remember' is the striking thesis of the Nobel
laureate Eric R Kandel, and this holds equally true for
ancient societies as modern ones. How did the
societies of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome
remember and commemorate the past? How were
relationships to the past, both individual and
collective, articulated? Exploring the balance between
memory as survival and memory as reconstruction,
and between memory and historically recorded fact,
this volume unearths the way ancient societies
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formed their cultural identity.

Collective Memories in War
Concept and history of memory -- The evolutionary
origins of human cultural memory / Merlin Donald -From memory as archive to remembering as
conversation / Jens Brockmeier -- Discerning the
history inscribed within : significant sites of the
narrative unconscious / Mark Freeman -- Cultural
contexts of remembering -- The landscape of family
memory / Bradd Shore and Sara Kauko -- Materiality
of memory : the case of the remembrance poppy /
Kyoko Murakami -- Approaches to testimony : two
current views and beyond / Kotaro Takagi and
Naohisa Mori -- Rethinking function, self and culture,
in "difficult" autobiographical memories / Steve D.
Brown and Paula Reavey -- Memory through the life
course -- The cultural construction of memory in early
childhood / Katherine Nelson -- Memory in life
transitions / Constance de Saint Laurent and Tania
Zittoun -- Memory in old age : a life-span perspective /
Dieter Ferring -- Memory, history and identity -National memory and where to find it / James Wertsch
-- History, collective memories or national memories?
how the representation of the past is framed by
master narratives / Mario Carretero and Floor van
Alphen -- Media and the dynamics of memory : from
cultural paradigms to transcultural mediation / Astrid
Erll
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